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Front cover Virtually stacked one on 
top of the other. 82nd Airborne 
paratroopers depan the smoky C-141 
Star lifter for terra 6rma far below 


Back cover As soon as the wheels 
touch the ground the infantry race 


dive into the prone position. Tactical 
considerations aside, lying down is 
probably the safest thing to do when 
the CH-47 moves 

Title pages As the sun inches over 
the horizon the EH-60 lowers its 
distinctive aerial 


Right The author, trusty F-l at the 
ready, prepares for a photo-sortie 
with Karl Ebert. The wind-proofing is 


back of a doorless OH-58 

Far right If you know Fon Bragg you'll 
know that this is ‘Iron Mike’, sculpted 
by Leah Heiben, wife of a former 
deputy post chaplain. The 15 foot 
bronze depicting the classic 
Airborne soldier of the World War 2 


Airborne spirit proud of their 
history but always looking forward 
and alert for any call 


1. United States. Army Air force 
Military helicopters 
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All the way with the 
Double-A 


Below With flaps down a C-141 Star lifter passes over the deployed parachutes 
from the last drop as its own run begins. The side doors are normally used to 
drop two sticks' of soldiers. The first two are out and the next is just clearing the 






the sky over Drop Zone (DZ) Sicily 



its stretched form can carry up to 168 
paratroops, all of whom can be 
deployed in seconds. The last aircraft 
has just disgorged its load whilst the 
first soldiers are already on the 
ground 
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>w standard ‘fTitas’ kevlar helmet. At first regarded with some 
suspicion, the •plastic 1 helmet has proven its worth in combat. Housed in the 
n example brought back from Grenada by its grateful 
hat has an AK-47 round still lodged in it 





A rigger makes a final check on (he reserve chute whilst the Starlifters, hiring up 
to their lizard’ paint job. bask it. the sun. Just behind them can be seen the tails 
of the Hercules that will drop the heavy equipment 







Left An HMMWV tula Sialy. The parachute 1 


:ut by explosi 

— r -id. Framed by the 

collapsing parachutes, the following Hercules bore in with their loads 


i pallet containing a Deuce-and-a-halt 
















Having deposited the author on Sicily, the intrepid Karl Ebert in his photo OH-58 
prepares to make his escape before it starts raining tanks. The nimble OH-58 is 
used extensively for a variety of tasks ranging from liaison and scouting to more 
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The centre section trap door is opened to allow the loadn 
supervise the hook-up. He will feed precise instructions t 
see what's going on underneath the aircraft. The hook is i 
transverse beam which is free to swing fore 
some of the load movemen * “ 
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Left Sikorsky's ubiquitous UH-60 has earned itself a reputation as a tough and 
reliable replacement for the trusty Huey. The type's baptism of fire with the 
82nd came in Grenada where it proved capable of absorbing considerable 
battle damage. The physically small, but impressively powerful twin General 
Electric T700 engines give the UH-60 greater safety margins, more lifting 
capability and a much higher speed 


i speed and the gun can be firing less than a 








Left Two at« 


i whole battalion (18 guna) can be quickly airlifted 
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Immediately aft of the nose are a pair of 20 mm Vulcans. Derived from the 
system fitted to the ‘Century Series' fighters, the Vulcan is a potent weapon. The 
82nd has trailer mounted Vulcans which are used for both anti-aircraft and 
direct fire roles. To the far right of the picture is the ball turret housing the 
AN/ AAD-7 infra-red detecting set 






Further alt, at the other end of the undercarriage sponson, ia a 40 mm cannon, 
and a fully grown artillery piece in the shape of a 108 mm howitzer. Between the 
two big guns is the beacon tracking radar 
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Previously used tor the carriage of 
bulk loads (such as a six-pack of 
AH-64 Apaches), the mighty C-S 
Galaxy has just been qualified tor 
paratroop jumps, demonstrating this 
capability at the time of the author's 
visit. The exact number of 
paratroopers is classified, but 
readers may be assured that, in 
common with everything else about 
the C-S, it is a large figure. There are 
a mass of 'gee-whizz' statistics about 
the aircraft, but perhaps the most 
impressive one of all is that the 
Wright brothers’ first flight (which of 
course took place in North Carolina) 
could be accomplished inside if. Here 
the remarkably agile behemoth 
spirals out of the LZ. Seeing that it 
may need to operate into and out of 
an airfield only just secured, and 









By dawn’s 
early light 

Below A type which is slowly being 
supplanted by the AH-64 Apache at 
Fort Bragg is the AH-1 Cobra. This 
early morning ramp shot was taken at 







Left Another early riser is this OH-58 Kiowa, many versions of which are U! 
by the US Army for duties ranging from utility to armed recce 

Above With the frosty landscape below forming an impressive backdrop, 
second OH-58 gets in close. It's a lot warmer over there because they have 
got all the doors off 




































Two Indians and a snake 
— all beginning with ‘A* 






















A Cobra is marshalled to its spot past 
a lugubrious looking Starlifter. In the 
background a visiting Coast Guard 
C-130 does its best to brighten up a 
rather dank afternoon 
















AH-64A Apache. 


. the TADS/PNVS gives the 


























t the AH-64 tucks its 






















Green on — go! 


Also resident on Fort Bragg is the John F Kennedy Special Warfare Center. The 
men trained here perform a variety of missions, many of which are of a very 
sensitive nature. They are specialists and operate in small groups, similar to the 
SAS. One of their specialities is the HALO (High Altitude Low Opening) 

»s. With this technique men 
de, only opening their parachutes at the last 
se exposure to the enemy. A variation uses high altitude 
deployment following which the canopy can be 'flown' albeit somewhat 
uncomfortably for thirty miles or more to the target area. Virtually 
undetectable on radar, this is a true ‘stealth’ insertion. Given the nature of their 
work special authorisation had to be obtained to photograph even this training 






Above Ye*, it's a CASA 212. No one 
seem* to know how the USAF came 
by a pair of these Spanish utility 
types, but they are ideal for the job, 
with a big rear ramp and ample 
power to quickly reach altitude 


Right The ramp is easily large 
enough for the jumper* to come out in 
pairs in very short order 
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Ready for anything 


Below The 82nd is its soldiers. This ferocious looking band lug a considerable 
amount of fire-power between them. From left to right, an M-249 SAW (Squad 
Automatic Weapon), which uses the same S.S6 mm ammunition as the standard 
M-16 rifle Oust visible behind) and can be belt or magazine fed. Next, the classic 
7.82 mm M-60 CPMG (General Purpose Machine Gun), an M-249 with a 22 round 
box. another 249. and finally an M-16A2 rifle with attached M-203 grenade 


Right The radio operator and other squad members await the arrival of the 















Artillerymen form a defensive perimeter as firing is completed 




The time has come the 
walrus said... of Humm 
Vee, Hemmett, and 
Sheridan 

The 82nd uses an abundance of ancillary equipment and vehicles, some old, 
some new, but all judged best suited to the Division’s various roles. Perhaps the 
most demanding test placed upon a piece of equipment is its ability to withstand 

weapons are of great importance to the lightly equipped paratroopers. The 
M-47 Dragon is now an old weapon but can be earned by a parachutist in the 







Overleaf main picture The other major anti-armour weapon is the Tube- 
launched Optically-tracked Wire-guided (TOW) missile. This missile has a 
range of some 3000 metres, and. being wire-guided, is difficult to jam or deflect. 
Watched by a Dragon team, the HMMWV mounted TOW n missile has just left 


Overleaf top If you've been wrestling with HMMWV. which of course stands for 
High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle, don’t worry. The manufacturers 
call it the 'Hummer', but on Fort Bragg it seems to be universally known as the 
Humm Vee’. Replacing the M- 1S1 'Mutt' (the last of which is already in the 
Division’s museum), the 'Humm Vee* is truly ubiquitous, and possesses a 
remarkable cross-country ability 

Overleaf bottom Spotted outside the Division headquarters, yet another 
‘Humm Vee’ variant, the M-998 carrier 

Below Resembling a scene renunscent of the Western Desert during World 
War 2. this is in fact DZ Sicily. Fort Bragg's major drop area 

















n. Illustrated is the M-985 cargo truck which is 
to forward areas. It has its own 
munitions, but here good old-fashioned muscle 
unload 2.75 in rockets at an Apache arming pad out on th< 
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Just coining into service, the MLRS (Multiple Launch Rocket System) is a 
sophisticated rocket artillery system. Very accurate and capable of dispensinc 
a number ol sub-munitions like anti-tank mines, or guided sub-missiles, the 
weapon has a range of some 30 kilometres and packs quite a punch. Based on 
the same chassis as the Bradley armoured personnel carrier, it is fully mobile 
and air-transportable. MLRS is also the subject of a major NATO programme 
and is now entering service with the British Army 
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T-34C Turbo Mentors are operated as photo chase aircraft by the Army Test 
Board on behalf of all services involved in the dropping of equipment from 
aircraft. They are, in fact, Navy airframes operated by the Army and flown from 
an Air Force base by civilians which makes for some rather interesting 
paperwork. The unit flew T-28 Trojans in the past and is looking for a faster 
replacement for the T-34. The favoured type is the PC-9, although procurement 
might be a problem 


126 













The Osprey SUPERBASE series takes the 
enthusiast behind the scenes on the world’s 
major airbases. Here’s what’s happening on 
the Fort Bragg ramp today... 
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